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an Index to German Technical Terms, so that the student 
need labor under no uncertainty as to the full scope of any 
word retained in the original. 

While it is impossible in this review to consider the work 
from the standpoint of conflict of laws or to specially mention 
the several principles which are without even analogy in our 
law it is not too much to say that the treatise is comprehen- 
sive, practical and scientific to a degree unparallelled save 
in Blackstone's Commentaries. As the student takes the 
latter in hand to learn the bases of the English Common 
Law so can he peruse this work with the assurance of receiv- 
ing just as broad a knowledge of the principles of the Ger- 
manic law. Heretofore there has been no such presentation 
of the subject. Even in Germany there is no one work so 
concise, clear, comprehensive and practical; and the only 
other attempt, that of Professor Ernest Lehr in his " Traite 
Elementaire de Droit Civil Germanique" enlarged from his 
lectures at the University of Lausanne and published in 1891, 
while indeed valuable for its historical treatment, really, 
for the American lawyer, clears away little of the inherent 
confusion which marks the most intricate system of law 
known to the civilized world. This task has, however, been 
accompHshed by Dr. Schuster. 

W. W. S. 

Roman Private Law. Founded on the "Institutes" of 
Gains and Justinian. By R. W. Leage, M. A., B. C. L., 
Of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, Fellow of Brase- 
nose College, Oxford. London and New York: The Mac- 
millan Company, 1906. Pp. xiii, 429. 
In this work Mr. Leage gives us the subject matter of the 
Institutes of Gaius and Justinian, following, in the main, the 
original order of treatment. The book does not profess to 
be an exhaustive treatise on the Civil Law but the author 
contents himself with the more modest ptirpose of setting 
forth as simply as possible the principles of that law as given 
by the institutional writers thereon. This purpose he ac- 
complishes admirably. It is not, however, a mere transla- 
tion of important portions of the original. However, the 
matter is presented in clear, concise language, which any one 
familiar with the Latin text will recognize at once as re- 
markably satisfactory as an equivalent of the original. 

Occasionally the author refers to the rules of the English 
law and makes comparison therewith, but such matter forms 
a very small portion of the book. Its purpose is rather to 
render easy of access the rules of the Roman Law as ex- 
po\mded by the most accomplished of the classical jurists. 
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and the student of English law will find of no small value 
its exposition of these rules in a form of which he can easily 
avail himself. 

A short "Historical Introduction" forms the opening 
chapter in the book and contains a terse and accurate state- 
ment of the sources of the Roman Law. While, as the author 
himself points out, this chapter presupposes a knowledge 
of the elements of Roman Constitutional History, the knowl- 
edge presupposed is such as is generally possessed by the 
person who finds use for a book such as this. 

The arrangement of the subject matter follows, as we have 
said, the old classification of the institutional writers, and 
there are the usual divisions into the general headings: 
The Law of Persons, The Law of Things, and The Law of 
Actions, and the subdivisions hereunder are the fairly well 
established ones. There is no effort at novelty or originality 
in the treatment of the subject matter — in fact such treat- 
ment would be at variance with the professed purpose of 
the work. Its claim to commendation must depend princi- 
pally on the accuracy and clearness of statement of the prin- 
ciples of the Roman Law, and upon the judiciousness which 
has been shown in the selection of the rules given. In all 
of these respects we have no hesitation in giving it unquali- 
fied praise. 

But, it is entitled to further consideration in view of its 
very adequate treatment of the jurisdiction of the praetor 
and the relation of that jurisdiction to the body of the civil 
law. Owing to the analogy here existing to the English 
equity system, the book will find special acceptance with 
those lawyers interested in this subject. 

The book is one of modest purpose. It is gratifying to 
find that purpose accomplished in excellent fashion, and 
points of merit in the work which the author does not even 
profess to promise. 

Index Digest of Interstate Commerce Laws. By 0. P. 

Anderson. Pp. 276. Nashville, Tennessee: Marshall & 

Bruce Company, 1907. 

This volume contains the complete text of the Interstate 
Commerce Act including the amendments of 1906, the two 
acts relating to the immunity of witnesses who testify in 
interstate commerce cases, the so called Elkins Act and the 
Act expediting equity cases brought under the Interstate 
Commerce Act. For all these Mr. Anderson has compiled 
a single index which is admirably fitted for the use of the 
practitioner or the legislator who desires to ascertain the 
present provisions of the United States Statutes relating to 



